Woodridge Baptist Church Preschool Policies

Dear Preschool Parents,

We welcome you and your preschooler to the Preschool Division of Woodridge Baptist Church.  Your child is very important to God and very important to us.  The objective of our ministry to preschoolers is to meet the needs of each child, especially his spiritual needs.  Deuteronomy 6:5-7 commands us to love God with our whole being and then to teach our children to love God.  We want to be your partner in accomplishing this task.

It is our desire to provide a safe and happy environment for preschoolers every time they are at church.  We continually strive to provide age-appropriate teaching that is Bible-centered.  In our commitment to provide your preschooler with the highest quality of care and teaching, we have set high standards in hygiene and safety.  Teachers in our preschool departments join with parents in seeking to provide Bible learning experiences that will aid each child in his growth and development.

Our prayer is that you and your preschooler will have many wonderful experiences at our church.  The preschool policies that you find in this handbook will explain to you the purpose and guidelines of our ministry.  The Preschool Committee and I are here to help anytime.

Julie D. West
Preschool/Children Ministry

Preschool Committee 2000
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Purposes of the Preschool Program


The purpose of our Preschool Ministry is:
· To provide a safe, quiet, happy Christian environment for preschool age children when they are at church.
· To encourage the growth of each child spiritually, emotionally, mentally, physically, and socially.
· To encourage the active participation of parents in worship, study, visitation, and fellowship.
· To promote a sense of cooperation among parents and teachers

These purposes are carried out through guided learning activities related to the child’s own experiences.   These activities promote growth, enjoyment, confidence, and security by the use of blocks, books, home-living materials, and the Bible.  While participating in these activities, teachers are given opportunities to teach songs and Bible truths as they develop a better relationship with each child.

Security System


We have a security system that consists of a personal security card and a personal security number.  The card is used for security purposes.  Each parent will receive a security card when leaving his or her child during any of our preschool or child care activities.  This ensures that each child will be released only to the parent or guardian holding the security card.

The security number that is assigned to each child is used in locating a parent during any preschool activity or child care in which the parent is located in the sanctuary.

To call for nursing mothers and in case of illness or emergency, the Preschool Director will enter the child’s number and that number will appear on the lighted digital display.  This signals the request for the parents to come immediately to the Preschool Department.

It is our hope that this security system will allow parents to confidently participate in worship, knowing that their child is well protected and that they can be notified at a moment’s notice should the need arise.

Please help us by following our procedures for a safe and comfortable stay in our preschool department.


What to Bring for your Child


· Parents are required to label all items that belong to their child, such as diaper bags, bottles, pacifiers, and cups.
· Children should not bring toys, books, or other materials from home.

· The following list of suggested items to bring is provided for parents of babies through threes:

1.  Enough bottles for the visit- Nursing mothers may consider a bottle of water.
2.  A change of clothes
3.  Disposable diapers/training pants
4.  Pacifiers

· Encourage your child to bring his Bible from home.  Please make sure his name is in the Bible.


Feeding


1.  The feeding of young children is a serious responsibility.  Therefore, whenever possible, children should be fed before coming to their classroom.  
2.  Infants will be fed formula, milk, juice, or water as provided by the parent in plastic bottles.  TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCES DO NOT ALLOW FOR SPOON-FEEDING.  Space is provided for mothers who need to feed their infants.
3.  A nursing room is located behind the preschool greeters desk for nursing mothers.
4.  Toddlers are fed Cheerios and graham crackers and are given apple juice to drink.  
5.  Children 2-5 years of age are served a snack of apple juice and goldfish, crackers, or cookies during the Bible Study or church service hours.
6.  Food tasting activities are a common occurrence in the Preschool Department.  If your child has a food allergy, please inform us right away.
7.  When eating a meal is a part of the scheduled event, parents will be notified and should bring finger foods that the child is familiar with and can feed his/herself.

Receiving and Dismissal of Preschoolers


· To avoid congestion, it is requested that only one parent bring a child to the room and that only one parent call for the child at the close of the service.  
· Sign your child in by providing information regarding where you may be located during Sunday services or any weekday activity.  It is also important to note any special needs of your child such as feeding instructions or allergies.
· Parents are asked to not enter the child’s classroom area before, during, or after the service.  This keeps the floor more sanitary, helps to not upset the other children, and keeps from disturbing the teaching in process.
· Parents are encouraged to refrain from checking on your child between services or during an event as this could be upsetting to your child as well as other children.
· Parents are expected to call for their children immediately after the close of each church activity.  Departments plan to remain open for only fifteen minutes after activities close.
· Please do not leave a child unattended in any room.
· For the protection of your child, other children and class leadership, parents must not leave a child who appears ill.

Illness and Medications


Children are more comfortable at home during illnesses, and the best way for you to keep your child and other children free of childhood diseases is to avoid exposing the children and teachers to a child who is sick.  We commit ourselves to providing an accepting, loving and safe environment for all who would come to our church.  Accordingly, we provide the following policies:

· Upon the recommendation of the Committee in Control of Infectious Disease of the American Academy of Pediatrics, a child should not be taken from the home when any of the following exist within the last 24 hours:

· Fever
· Vomiting or diarrhea
· Usual childhood diseases (mumps, chicken pox, meals, etc.)
· Common cold- from onset through one week
· Sore throat
· Croup
· Any unexplained rash
· Any skin infection - boils, ringworm, impetigo
· Pink eye or other eye infections
· Thrush
When in doubt, please apply the Golden Rule.

· Children who appear ill during a church session will be isolated and the parents called to take the child home.

· Parents of a child known to have an infectious disease are asked to inform the Preschool/Children’s Coordinator.

· When it is known that a group of children have been exposed to an infectious disease-parents, teachers, and paid workers will be notified.

· Teachers and paid workers are not permitted to give medication to any child.

Child Care Programs Provided


· Childcare and education provisions are available for children at regularly scheduled services and activities of the church.
· Children five years of age and older are expected to attend regular worship services with their parents.  Children four years of age and older are expected to attend Sunday evening services with their parents

Typical Schedule	Scheduled Program	Childcare Available


Saturday	Evening Worship	Ages 4 and under
	Bible Study	Ages 5 and under

Sunday	Bible Study	Ages 5 and under
	Morning Worship	Ages 4 and under
	Discipleship*	Ages 2 and under
	Evening Worship	Ages 3 and under

Monday	Visitation	All ages: Birth – 6th grade
	First Place	All ages: Birth – 6th grade

Tuesday	TMT	Ages 5 and under

Wednesday	Children’s Choir,	Ages 2 and under
	and Bible Study
	Adult Choir,	All ages: Birth – 6th grade
	Praise Team,
	and Orchestra

Thursday	Ladies Bible Studies	Ages 5 and under	
	Common Ground	All ages: Birth – 6th grade
	
Friday	Parent’s Night Out	All ages: Birth – 6th grade

*Schedule varies

Availability


1.  Preschool childcare will be provided for regularly scheduled activities of the church.  See schedule page
2.  Preschool childcare will be provided for special church wide activities such as revivals, training, and workshops.
3.  Sunday Bible Study is provided for children from birth through five years of age.  Promotion for babies and ones is based upon physical development and the space available.  After the age of two, children are promoted annually on Promotion Day in September.  Eligibility for all Preschool Programs is based on the child’s age as of September 1st of the current year.
4.  Groups and organizations in need of childcare in order to meet should first attempt to meet at a time that childcare is provided for regularly scheduled functions or previously scheduled special functions.  However, the Childcare Coordinator must be notified in advance for confirmation of availability.
5.  Reservation requests for any non-regular meeting should be made to the Childcare Coordinator using the “Request of Nursery” form at least two weeks in advance by the head of the organization of director of the activity.  All childcare requests must by approved by the church staff.  Arrangements will be made for a minimum of five children.  Groups with fewer than five children in need of childcare are to meet at a time when preschool facilities are open for other groups.  The specific name and age of each child is needed at that time in order to make proper arrangements for childcare.
6.  Facilities will be available no later than 9:45 p.m.  Parents are asked to come for their children by 9:30 p.m.

Basic Limitations


1.  The preschool department shall be used for church functions only.  No one shall leave a child in a preschool area for any reason other than attending a church-related activity.
2.  The preschool facilities are available only when under the supervision of duly authorized personnel.
3.  Under no circumstances are children to be left unattended in the preschool area.  All childcare must be made through the Childcare Coordinator.  
4.  No parent may use the facilities his/herself or hire their own sitter and use the facilities.
5.  For the child’s best interest, it is recommended that children be left for no more than three hours at a time.
6.  For the protection of all children, caretakers must be at least eighteen years of age.  In special circumstances, youth may be caretakers when accompanied by an adult.

Helpful Hints for Parents



· We encourage you to bring your child to church regularly.

· Sometime during your child’s early years, there may be difficult periods of adjustment for your child.  He may suddenly refuse to stay in his room without you.  Be patient with him.

· Talk about Sunday School as a happy time.  Refrain from discussing dislikes in his presence.  Staying away from church will not help your child overcome this problem.  Reassure him of your love and that you will return for him.  It is all right for you to leave him crying.  It usually does not last long.  If you are needed, we will come for you.

· Avoid rushing your child on Sunday morning.

· Dress your child comfortably.  Allow adequate time for dressing and feeding before coming to church.

· At the department door, do not attempt to slip away from your child--little eyes and minds are quick.  Tell him or her in a kind, firm voice that you are going, but will be back soon.  Then leave immediately.  If your child continues to be upset, you will be notified.  It will not be necessary for you to “check” on your child.

· Attempt to pick up your child quickly after the service or meeting so that he or she does not wait long after all the others have gone.  This will help your child to avoid the “left behind” feeling.

· Please share with your child’s teacher any family situation or behavioral changes, so they may handle them properly in the classroom.

· Above all, love your children in their less confident times.
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